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JEREMIAH Alix. 11. 


Leave thy fatherleſs Children ; ; 1 will preſerve 
them alive; and let * Widows n me. 


HE Senſe of this as dtn Sentence is plain, 
fignificant, affecting and ſeaſonable. It is a 
Promiſe of Help to thoſe who are unable to 

kelp themſelves, an explicit Declaration of the Divine Pro- 
tection of thoſe orphanized Objects, who have no Human 
| Supporter to protect them. 

In the Context it is found amongſt many terrifying 
Threatninge, and is introduced in the Judgment of Edom. 
By ſome it is interpreted as a Mixture of Mercy with Judg- 
ment, an Aſſurance that under all their Sufferings a Rem- 
went ſhould be Teft to continue their Nation. By others it 
is conſidered as an Aggravation of the Judgment, de- 
nounced, being connected by them with the laſt Words 
of the preceding Verſe, as importing, that He is not left 
who might take care of their Poſterity, and utter theſe 
Words of Hope to them. By others again it is with 
ſtill leſs Probability expounded ironically.” By the Chaldee 
Parapbraſti it is more rationally repreſented as a Tranfition 
| Tn" the Caſe of Egon | to > that of NE whole Deſcen- 
dants 
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dants were privileged in this Reſpect, and might always 
depend on the Divine Protection for their Preſervation. 
Suech Tranktions are froquent in the Prophetieal Writings, 
and there is a Reference to the Caſe of the Maelites in the 
Verſe following the Text, which much favours this 
Interpretation. 

The princjpal Point. reſpecting the extreme Diſtreſs of 
leaving fatherleſs Children and Widows unprovided for, 
aud the c ortable Hape of a Prouidential Jaterpofitian 
in their F ayour, is implied i in every Interpretation ef this 
Paffage ; but it has a more \ingotar Force in itſelf, and a 
more direct Pertinence to our preſent Deſign, in the Sup- 
poſition of its being addreſſed to the peculiar | 
God. The Orp of thoſe who were mere immediately 
| related to the publick Worſhip. of the. Almighty, who, 
like the Jews, were — ſeparated and ſet ,apart 
to keep up a a Notion and Senſe of true Religion in the 
World, are hereby directed to look up to Heaven for their 
Support; and are, by the ſame. Direction, recommended 
to che Aſſiſtance of all who ſincerely look up thither for 

the Supply of their own Wants, or in Ae 
of the Bleflings conferred upon ung 

It is an uniyerſal Leſſon of Inſtruction and W 
in relation to the chacitable Deſign of this Day, to Perſons 
of all Stations and Circumſtances of * e thoſe who 
1 may foreſee that they ſhall leave their Families unprouided | 
for in a wicked World, where an entire Dependance on 
others for neceſſary Subſiſtence may nat anly be deſtructive 
of their Comfort, but dangerous to their Virtue;.— to thoſe 
who are left in this comfortleſs and perilous. Condition; 
—and to thoſe among whom they are thus left as proper 
0 bjects of 9 and Aſſiſtance: And the Belief of 


a ſuper- 


the SONS of the CLERGY. 7 
4 fupermtending Providence, which has promiſed Pro- 
tection, Preſervation and Support to ſuch: diſtreſſed Ob- 
jects of Divine and Human Compaſſion, far from leſſening 
by its Deſign or Tendency the Care or Duty of Any, will 
be found more earneſtly to enforce the Exerciſe of religious 
Induſtry and Charity, and of every active and _— 
Virtue in All. 

The Addreſs in the Text i is moſt immediately pointed to 
thoſe: who are under the moſt concerning Apprehenſions 
of leaving their Widows and fatherleſs Children to the Mercy 
of a bad World. It is here inplied, that Care for a ſur- 
viving Family is laudable, by God Almighty's interpoſing. 
to relieve. that Care: It is farther implied, that our Ex- 
perience of the World is enough to awaken our moſt anxious 
Concern for thoſe whom we leave behind us, dependent for 
their Support upon the Charity only of thoſe among whom 
they are left-:- And the right Method of eaſing this weighty 


Anxiety, by a Refgnation to Providence upon religious: 
Principles and Practices, is more expreſsly inculcated: 


Leave thy fatherleſs: Children; I will Js them alive; 
and let thy Widows truſt in me. | 
It is firſt. imlied, that Care for a ſurviving Fachily is 
laudable, by God Almighty's: interpoſing to relieve that 
Care. He who made us 4noweth whereof we arr made, 
ſoes every Affection which He originally implanted in our 
Conſtitution, and Sebold it is ftill very good. There is 
nothing Euil in our Nature, but what has been introduced 
into it by Original or Actual Sin, and which will not now 
bear the Examination of Reaſon. But a tender Regard for 
the Wife of our Noſom, and for the dear Pledges' of an 
honourable: and mutual Affection, is a Diſpoſition which 
will ſtand every Teſt, hiclx is appealed to by ou Saviour 


1 
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both as an undoubted Fact, and as a right Quality of Mind, 
and is inculcated by his Precept as a moral Virtue and a. 
religious Duty. It is ſo deeply rooted in Nature, that it 
is the laſt good Principle that is given up by the moſt 

abandoned; and it is a Principle of Nature that is con- 
firmed by Grace, and takes the deepeſt Root in the beſt 
Minds. Indeed, the Deſire of making a comfortable Pro- 
viſion in their Paſſage through Life, for theſe our neareſt 
and deareſt Relations, is much more apt to be carried to 
Exceſs, than to fail by Defe#; is more frequently purſued 
even ſo far as to be injurious to Society, and to occaſion 
Diſregard to the Wants and Sufferings of others, than 
neglected through an Indifference to the Welfare of thoſe 
who derive their Beings from us. In general, we look 
on their Happineſs as our own, and when we are launch- 
ing out into Eternity ourſelves, yet even that great View 
cannot extinguiſi our Concern for thoſe. whom we are 
leaving behind us, andthe Thoughts of their deplorable 
Situation, if their only human Aid and Support was from 
ourſelves. We ſeem ſtill to be remaining in Part upon 
Earth, and if our own Proſpect be never fo glorious and 
well-founded, yet it is damped by the Remembrance of 
the bitter Sufferings remaining for them, in whoſe Felicity 
we feel ourſelves ſo much intereſted. This State of the 
Caſe the Direction in the Text ſuppoſes, Experience con- 
firms the Reality of it, and the gracious Encouragement 
and Relief of this Concern here given, ſhews it to be 
worthy the Notice and Approbation of Prouidence. 

It is farther implied, that our Experience of the World 
is enough to awaken our moſt anxious Concern for thoſe 
whom we leave behind us, dependent for their Support 
| _ the Charity. only of thoſe among whom they are left. 
How 
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How. often have we ſeen that fa/ſe Charge on Holy Fob 
verified in real Inſtances, of ſending the Widows away 
empty, and breaking the. Arms of the Fatherleſs ? Job xxii. . 
The Diſtreſſes and, Inſults attending Poverty, the painful 
Severity of wanting the neceſſary Accommodations of 
Life, the heavy Aggravation of falling from a better State 
of Plenty to this low Degree of Indigence, theſe can 
ſcarce: fail to afflict the Mind of a dying Parent, when 
they are falling on his oyyn Family, who has often ſeen the 
Miſeries which others have felt from the like Situation. 
Whether a Man's o.] n Hopes have been confined to this 
World, or have been better direcſed, yet this Calamity 
ready to oyerwhelm thoſe in whom ir own Life is, as it 
were, Sound up, muſt of Neceſſity diſturb in ſome- mea- 
ſure his Peace, when he is going out of Life. If, through 
a_miſtaken. Notion of Happineſs, he has fooliſhly and 
wickedly ſet his Heart on chis World only, then it cannot 
but be great Grief. of Heart to reflect, that thoſe to whom 
he, has moſt, Reaſon to wiſh beſt, are leaſt provided with 
all chat he counts valuable, are deſtitute of the neceſſary 
Means of Happineſs according to his Opinion of it, and 
have no rational Support under this Affliction. Or if he 
has better Notions of Things, if he judges more truly of 
the Deſign of a probationary State, and conſiders this 
Life, what it really is, as a Paſſage only to a hetter; not as 
the State of Happineſs, but as an Opportunity of making 
a ſecure Preparation for ſuch a State; even this may occa- 
fion an additional Grief on account of the deftifute Con- 
dition of thoſe near and dear Relatives whom he is now 
leaving. A good Man will be the more deeply diſtreſſed 
at a View of the Temptationt to which, through the Di- 
ſtreſs of their Circumſtances, he will leave them expoſed. 
Wee no Doubt, for their bodily 
Wants, 


10 A SERMON preached before” 
Wants, when they will not know where to lock for the 
neceſſary Supplies of Food and Raimemt; but he will have 
2 more terrifying Apprehenſion for the Perils ariſing to 
their more important ſpiritual Welfare, "when they wilt 
be ſurrounded with Examples of -atid Tncitenients to Evil, 4 
without any friendly Guide to inſtruct and admoniſh them, 
and guard them through the dangerous Paſſage. The 
temporal Inconveniences of abſolute Poverty art ſufficiently” 
terrifying but what are theſe to the 'Octafions and Seduc- 
tions which it offers to vicious Conduct, Which may hazard 
their Welfare, not in this tranſitory Scene only, but 
through. che Ages of Eternity? The pious Parent will 
be often of this debe Mae ie what Peculiar* 
Temptations: his unprovided Family will be open, When 
there will be Danger of their being led into · faulty Com- 


plwKwiances for requiſite Suſtenance; and the very Advan-" 


tages of Perſon, which heretofore yielded Pleaſure to the 
dender Parent, the Beauty of ontward Fon, er the Qu 
neſs of inward Apprehenſion, may prove fatul to che 
Poſſeſſors, and lead them into the bender Road to Wicked- 
nes and Ruin. A religious Father has. Certtihiy rt fh 
fear for his Children than one ef leſs worthy Cfiafucter; F 
happily he has more to ſuppert him too under his Con- 
ern: And the rich "Method'"of eaüng this weighty | 
Anxiety, by a eee . | 


rn. thy fatherleſe'Childr Til 


and let thy Widows truſt in mei- en ironmibbs ar NO! 

It is notia Direction to 1 gd puter ein, And 
to Jeave Relicts and Orphans with "Indiference, and wirn-⸗ 
out Concern, to ſuch Aſſiſtance as they may meet with ; it 
is nota Fuſtification-of Neglect to male all proper Providdn : 
bor them in Propotticn to the Circumſtances allöttkd tö 


n * us; 
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us; it is not an Enthuſiaſtick! Leſſon to 45 720. iſe the Uſe 
inſtead. of avoiding the Abuſe. of this World, and, under 
Pretence of being intent on future Proſpects, 12 
| preſent, Duties, which are indeed the neceſſary Conditions 
of reverſionary., Happineſs ; it is nõt in any Light an In- 
junction, or Diſpenſation; or Excuſe for the Omiſſibn of 
the due Diſcharge of relative Offices and Enę gagements, 
which are a ſubſtantial Part of true Religion; but it is a 
Call: from Heaven to thoſe who believe and regard the 
Interpoſition. of it, to place a ſecure Confidence in the 
| Pqwer, that ruleth over all, for -a- favourable Event, and 
fo, teſtify that Confidence, not in: the Neglect, bur in che 
conſcientious, Discharge of our own Part. 
> The Belief of a particular Providence <uperintending 
individually us and our Concerns, is the fundamental Doc- 
trine of the Religion taught in the Bible; and a Refigna- 
tian in every Article ſuitable to that Belief; is the Sum of 
Practica Duty, as inculcated in that ſacred Volume. Sue 
Ręſignatian to the Will of God implies, not excludes our 
own .Endeavours ; for, we know it to be the Divine Mill. 
that we ſhould in a probationary State act our own pro- 
per Part, exert ourſelyes, bm our Faculties to 
the Uſes for which they were; given. In this Method an 
entire Truſt in the Author of all Gifts and Diſpoſer of all 
Events, is the conſtant Leſſon of the Rule ef Faith, u- 
ſtrated by its Hiſtories, and enjoined by its Precepts. 
. But general; Exhortations:: ate leis apt to affect us than 
Directions relative to particular Caſes. Men often will 
not make jthe Application, unleſs it be expreſsly made for 
them. The general Doctrine of Truſt in the Governor 
of the. World. ſhould, one would think, be moſt readily 
N applied in the moſt important Inſtances, and that Dying 
"Mi Phe aber a r den are dr 


whom 
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whom they are leaving behind them, ſhould raiſe their 
Hearts to Him in whoſe Hand are the Hearts of all Men; 
and whilſt they, ſuffer according to the Will of God, ſhould 
commit their Families as well as their Souls to Him in Well. 
doing as unto a faithful Creator, 1 Pet. iv. 19. But leſt 
any Doubts ſhould ariſe, leſt Men ſhould be moſt diſ- 
truſtful of the Event, where their moſt. ſanguine Deſires 
and Wiſhes are concerned, and left miſtaken: Humility. 
fhould-eftcem: it Preſumption to expect Providential Inter- 
| Pofetions in Favour of particular Families, therefore the 
| Caſe. is here brought home to their-own Hearts, and they 
are directed eſpecially to apply their raligiour Confidence 
in the Mercy of God, to the Care of thoſe ſurviving 
Branches, nnn CONTAIN 
tbemſelves. 

Ner is this to be confidered'av'« fgls' Pilhge, which. 
may be ſet aſide by the Plea of a dbubfſul Conſtruction:; 
but the Purport of it is elſewhere inculcated;- and this 
—_ Text is confirmed by: thoſe ' paralle!' Places 

Encouragement is given. God Almighty not 
r Declarations and Promiſes 
of Patron and Protector of thoſe who have- 
no Human nend and Supporter on Barth, but is even 
pleaſed to aſſume the Title of the, Heavenly Parent, and 
to diſtinguiſh Himſelf by that Character. ¶I Pather of 
the Fatherleſi, and a Judge f the Widows, it —— we 
holy' Habitation, ſays. the inſpired Pſalmift, lxviii. 5. 
early revealed Himſelf in: this Character — 
culiar People. Tze Lord: your Gad is God of Gods d 
Lord. of " Lords; a' great Gad, à migbty and a terrible, 
which regardeth not Perſons, nor taketh Reward. He doth 
execute the Fudgment of the" Fatherleſs and Widow, and 
ae g iim Food and*Raiment, Deut. 
| X. 17, 18, 
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R. 17, 18. And again, The Poor committeth himſelf unto. 
Thee. Thou-art the Helper of. the Fatherleſi—Lord,, Thou: 
hoft beard the Defire of the Humble. Thou. wilt prepare 
their Heart,. Thou. wilt cauſe their Ear to hear,, to judge 
the Fatherleſs and the Oppreſſed, Pi. x. 14—17. 18. Solo- 
mon argues on this Principle : Enter not into the Fields of” 
the Fatherleſ5. For their Redeemer is mighty. He ſhall 
plead their Cauſe with tbee, Prov. xxiii. 10, 11. And in 
the Prophet. Hz he the People are expreſsly directed to 
renounce Idolatry, and to embrace the true Religion as 
the only Fountain of Hope, with this explicit. Acknow- 
ledgment :. Ve will not ſay any more to the Work. of our 
Hands, Ie arg our Gods . J. in Thee che Fatherleſ Faun. 
Mercy, Hoſea xiv. 3. 

With what peculiar Comfort are theſs Declarations Ry 
Promiſes applicable to the ſincere Believer and faithful: 
Diſciple of the Goſpel z, more: eſpecially to hin whole pe- 
culiar Buſineſs it. is, and whoſe. fincere Endeavour it has 
been, to implant. in others thoſe religious Impreſſions which 
he feels and cultivates in his own Breaſt? When he looks 
on thoſe whom he muſt: leave frienaleſt on Earth, but: 
whom he ean commit with Confidence to his greateſt and; 
beſt Friend in Heaven, and whom he has taught. to look: 

| up to Him for Help, and. to. place all their Hopes in. Bi, 
Favour through the punctual Diſcharge of their Duty,, 
how will kis Pains leſſen, and his Apprehenſions vaniſh,, 
and his Mind become capable not only of Compoſure, 
but of Joy, in a Caſe where nothing but: religious Faith. 
and Practice could yield any rational: Conſolation ?. Indeed. 
without the Bleſſing of Heaven, and. a: conſtant. Regard; 
to the Direction and Protection of it, the moſt; affluent:, 
worldly Proviſion will but lead. to Shame and Pain, and 
perhaps in the End to Poverty itſelf ;. and wich it, the 
Neceſſarics: 
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Neceſſarics * Life will never pi wanting, and will be 
enjoyed as Conveniences, and even, as Delights., They 
will yield Content and Reliſh to a Pious Mind intent upon 
Petter Things, and will lead to a 'Profpett. Ar hy ve All 
the Enjoyments of this " ortd, * WIN oy N the 
departing Scul, chat can apply: to \himfelf” and F amily that 
"gracious Promiſe in the Prophet, I will | pour my. Spirit upon 
thy\Seea, and my Bl: Nug upon thy Offi pring, II. xliy. g, 
may well ſay, Lord," now gelegt thou thy, Servant depart 
in Peace \atcordin mg: 70 thy Ward ; for mine Eyes have - ſeen, 
mine Ears have heard, and mine Heatt hath. conceived 
and embraced the Promiſes of thy Salvation. With Tri- 
umph may he repeat, and by Sentiment and Practice 
inculeate upon thoſe in whom he 18 fo much 3 intereſted, 
the Repetition of that of the Pſalm, My "Soul, Wart 
thou fill upon God, for my Hope is in Him. He truly is 
my Strength and my" Satvation.” Te is my Defence, jo hat, 
1. Tal not fall. In God 4s my Health and my Clay. the. 
Rock of my Might, and in God is my Truft. O put your: 
Truft in Hin i ako; ls ye People, - pour ou your Hearts 
before Him, for 10 our pes Pl. Ixil, 5 c. nods Ac 
the cornfortleſs and” perilou "Condit ſpoken, o of. 
Text, the D Duty * a8 well as the Hope 'of the 79 5 55 
the Widow, is Here ſuggeſted 1 in the next. Place. They 
who are ordered to be committed to the Care of be. . 
vidence, are by that Order inſtructed 1 in the Way e of De 
votion and Obedionce to, caſt” all ; their, Care on Him — 
chreth for them, 1 Pet. v. 7. The Preſervation and Pro- 
tection here promiſed 1 to them i 18 not as to mere Auimalt, | 
uheonſcions of their Obligations,” or unable to.do any thing . 
to hel p themſelves, but as to rational 1775 Agents capable 
| of being i in ſotne menfure Taft Pumen's 8 | it ng oy he: 
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ak e and therefore particularly enjoined to truſt 
in the Author of their Being and Fountain of their . | 
in the Methods of Reaſon and Religion. 5 
The Nature of this Truſt was explained in reference | 
to the anxious Parent, and relates equally to the Caſe of | 
the Orphans and Relicts. They are hereby inſtructed to 
uſe their own Endeavours as well as Devotions on their 
own Behalf. They are: by religious Induſtry to labour to 
prevent ſuch Part of their Diſtreſs as may be avoidable, 
and by religious Reſignation to Support what it is not in 
their Power to prevent. | 
The Promiſe is here made to ſuch. ** as ge a true . 
Senſe of Religion, a rational Belief of and Regard to that 
\ Providence which here vouchſafes to offer its Protection. 
This is only to be teſtified by ſound: Morality, which is 
ever an enſable Part of true Religion. He that has 
promiſed to cooperate with human Inſtruments, has not 
promiſed to work without them; and therefore they muſt  . 
do their own. Duty, uſe their own honeſt Application, 
before they have a Right to expect this providential Pro- 
tection. Their Virtues may be the very Means of accom- 
pliſhing this Promiſe: They are certainly the moſt na- © 
tural. Means that can be uſed for that ; Purpoſe. Hu- 
mility, Integrity, and Diligence will recommend thoſe 
who are poſſeſſed of them to public Notice, will engage 
the Regard and Eſteem and Aſſiſtance of others, wilt 
ſecure the: Favour of Men, and thereby the Opportunities 
of the Bleſfing of God. By approving themſelves deferving 
Ohjects of Charity, they cut off all real or imaginary 
Objections againſt it; and theſe removed, it is ſtrongly 
implanted i in our Breaſts, ſupported by every Argument 
which can be urged to à rational Creature, and moſt 
expreſsly and repeatedly required in the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


However, 
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However, if a' Senſe of Duty had leſs Influence, Men 
will for their own Sakes chooſe to employ thoſe on whoſe 
tried Honeſty and punctual Induſtry they may ſecurely 
depend ; and therefore they who have the ſtrongeſt prac- 
tical Senſe 'of Duty, are moſt likely, in the ordinary 
Courſe of Things, to ſuccerd in this World. They cut 
off all ruinous expenſive Vices,” and they have all thoſe 
Qualities which beſt ſecure the Occaſions of Advance- 
ment, and beſt improve them. On theſe Grounds, and 
on the Belief of à Providence acting by them, not re- 
verſing the Courſe of Nature, but diſpoſing it to ſorve 
Divine Connſels, the P/almif founded his Obſervation, 
laue been young, and now am old, and yet ſaw I never 
the 'Righteous forſaken, or his Seed begging their Bread. 
The Righteous is ever merciful and lendeth, and bis Seed 
is bleſſed, Pal. xxxvii. 25. But they who derive their 
Being from irreligious Parents, who have neglected their 
Education, and left them open to all the Temptations | 
of unprincipled Want, or they who have deviated from 
better Parental Examples, and have become irreligious 
themſelves, have neither a covenanted Title to the Divine 
Bleſſing, nor the Talents ordinarily neceſſary to raiſe them- 
ſelves. If Pride, Diſhonefty, and Idleneſs meet with 
the Neglect that they deſerve, is there any thing won- 
derful in it? Or is there any Room for Blame or Oenſure 
on any but the unhappy Sufferers themſelves ? And as to 
the particular Blefing of God, they have certainly no Pre- 
tenſions to it; nay, if they believe and attend to his own 
Word, the very Hope of it is expreſsly excluded. The 
Leaders of this People, ſays the' Prophet, cauſe them to 
err, and they that are led of them are deftroyed. Therefore 
Hall the Lord have no Foy in their young Men, neither ſhall 
dave Mercy on their Fatherleſe and Widows ; for every one 
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fr an Hypocrite and an Evil-doer, and every Mouth ſpeaketh 
Polly, Iſa. ix. 16, 17. 

But the paſſive as well as active Virtues are here incul- 
cated on the diſtreſſed Perſons here ſpoken of. The Pro- 
miſe is not a Deliverance from all Diſtreſs, but Support 
under it ; ſuch a Support as is ſuited to a State of 'Trial, 
and will enable the religious Paſſenger through this Vale - 
of Tears to perſeyere in his well-choſen Courſe, and to 
bear his preſent Condition through a ſure and certain 
Hope of a better hereafter. It is a Promiſe of the ne- 
ceſlary Supports of Life, not of the Advantages, much 
leſs of the Superfluities of it. I will preſerve them alive, 
is the gracious Encouragement ; not I will make them 
rich and great and powerful. They who truſt in God, 
may depend on Him for all that is requiſite to their Being 
in this World, and their Well-being in the next. 

But Riches are not promiſed as the peculiar Bleſſing of 
the Righteous : In the Condition of the World, and the 
neceſſary Diſtinction of Stations, they could not be uni- 
verſally eonferred, for more may be good than can be 
great and powerful. Under the Jeuiſb Diſpenſation they 
were promiſed rather to righteous Nations than Indivi- 
duals ; for if All had been religious, they could not All 
have been wealthy. In the Go/þe/ they are repreſented as 
a Temptation and a Snare, leading to many fooliſh and hurt- 
ful Lufts, whith drown Men in Deftruttion and Perdition, 
1 Tim. vi. 9. Such they often are in themſelves ; but 
it may be obſerved that thoſe are leaſt ſo, which are 
gradually acquired by honeſt Induſtry, by Services uſeful 
to Society, and reputable to themſelves. This is there- 
fore a farther Encouragement to the diſtreſſed Virtuous, 
that if Wealth is afterwards conferred upon them, it 
comes with additional Advantage. They who from ſmail 
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Beginnings by religious Principle and virtuous Practice 
have providentially been raiſed to Riches and Power, are 
better prepared for a right Uſe of them, enjoy every 
Comfort which they can yield, without the Temptations 
and Snares uſually incident to high Stations. The true 
Preparation for all Events, is that Sentiment and Expreſ- 
ſiion of Holy David: I T ſball find Favour in the Eyes 
of the Lord, He will proſper me; but if He have no De- 
tight in me, bebold here I am, let Him do to me as fSeemeth 
good to Him, 2 Sam. xv. 2 5, 26. The Way to enjoy 
what Providence ſhall afford, is not to expect more than 
is promiſed, which is only a Supply of neceſſary Bodily 
Wants, a Contentment of Mind in moderate Proviſion, 
a thankful Heart in every Acceſſion of Bounty, and above 
all, a joyous Proſpect of a better State, where Wants 
and Diſtreſſes will be unknown. In every Condition a 
good Man has an Advantage beyond the prophane or 
immoral, but is not fo privileged here as to be entitled 
to a State above all Diſtreſs. Re/fgnation is one of the 
firſt Principles we ſhould learn, as that which we ſhall 
have Occaſion for as long as we ſhall continue upon Earth. 
Duft not away therefore your 'Confidence, faith the Apoſtle, 
4ohich bath great Recompente of Reward ; for ye hutve Need 
of Patience, that after ye bave done the Will of God, e 
might recerve the Promiſe, Heb. x. 35, 36. It — Xa 
dition of our preſent Being and. of our future. Reward. 
'Khoweng this, as another Apoſtle expreſſeth it, tlur he 
trying of hour Faith -worketh | Patiente. ' But Jet Patience 
[Save her perfet# Work, that'\ye may be perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing. Jam. i. 3, 4. The Expreſſion is em- 
| is the gentiment is welk-grounded. Patience muſt 
ber be ner fue and complaated, beeauſꝝ we ſhall have 
1 for it ee It will be the Neward of 
1 
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the faithful Practice of it, that there ſhall be no farther 
Exerciſc of it. 

Lift up your Heads then, ye Sons and Daughters of 
Affliction, for your Redemption draweth nigh. The Time 
is coming, when no Afflictions will grieve or injure you, 
but. thoſe which are brought on by Sin, which will be 
aggravated by the painful Remembrance of being the 


blameable voluntary Occaſion of them. From theſe the 


Children Piety will now be free, and in a ſhort Inter- 
val from all others. Many Sufferings will be prevented 
by Innocence, More be alleviated by it, and All by the 
ſame virtuous Application be improved to the Security 
and the joyous Recollection of a more glorious Proſpect. 
Let none of you then, as St. Peter adviſes, ſuffer as a 
Marderer,' or ar a Thief, or as an Evil-doer, or as a Buſy- 
bedy in other Mens Matters: But if any Man ſuffer as 4 
Chriftian, let bim not be aſhamed, but let him glorify God 
on this Behalf, 1 Pet. iv. 15, 16: 

The Application of theſe Scriptures is pocullinty per- 
tinent to the Caſe of thoſe who are de/cerided from pious 
Parents, and who have each of them from 4 Child knbum 
the holy Scriptures, which are able to male them wiſe- unt9 
Satvation ; and have therein been taught how to behaves 
in their Paſſage through Life, and how much the Welfare 
os this Life, and of that which is to come, depends upon 

Theſe have the Advantages of much good Inſtruction 
— good Example, have been nouriſhed up in the Words 
of Faith and of good Doctrine, and have peculiar Reaſon 
to remember, that if the Root be Holy, ſo ſhould the Branches 
be, Nom. xi. 16. They have early been inſtructed in the 
Value and Uſe of the World, what they are to look for 
from it, and what they owe to it; that Virtue muft be 
exerciſed i in it; that Comfort may be hoped from it, and 
C 2 | Happineſs 
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Happineſs: aſter it. In this Light the Promiſe of pre- 
ſerving them alive, may be extended to the View of Eter- 
nity,” and under that Proſpect they muſt learn at preſent 
in whatſoever State they are, therewith to be content: They 
muſt know both bow to be abaſed, and how ta abound : 
Every where and in all Things they muſt be inſtructed both 
bow to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to 
Suffer Need, Phil. iv. 11, 12. In both Worlds they will 
experience the Benefit of religious Reſignation, and, as'the 
Prophet expteſſes it, They ſball not labour in vain, nor 
bring forth Trouble ; for they are the Seed of the Bleſſed 
of the Lord, and their Offspring with them, Il. Ixv. 23. 
The laſt Leſſon of Inſtruction ariſing from hence is te 
thoſe among whom the Fatberigſi and the Widows. are left 
as proper Objects of Compaſſion and Aſſiſtance. The 
Providential Protection here engaged for them, is not to 
ſupport them by Miracles, but by the ordinary Courſe of 
Providence; by planting Compaſſion in the Breaſts of thoſe 
who have it in their Power to relieve them, by 'quicken- 
ing that natural Inſtinct by expreſs Precept, by raiſing 
them up Friends, by bleſſing their own honeſt Endea- 
yours. to recommend. themſelves. What is therefore a 
| Promiſe to thoſe wha ſo much need and deſerve Aſſiſtance, 
is in Effect a Precept to thoſe who alone can confer it. 
They have the Honour of being the Hiſtrumentt f Pro- 
vidence in contributing ta the Virtue and the Comfort 
of thoſe who by charitable. Aids may become Bleflings to 
the World, without which they might be Burdens to 
Society and to themſelves. The Luxury of Wealth is 
this Power of doing Good, an Advantage, which will laſt 
to Eternity, and the only Method of repreſenting the 
Condition of a rich C N as an ne, and deſire- 
able Character. 


But 
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But Charity is fo deeply rooted in our Hearts; it is 
ſo ſtrengthened by every rational Reflection; it is ſo 
ſtrictly required by the Religion we profeſs, as in reſpe& 
to its Extent and Degree to be even called à new Com- 
mandment ; it is ſo happily illuſtrated in its Excellence and 
Utility by the Experience of the preſent Age, that we 
need not dwell on the general Obligation to this Duty, but 
need only mention the Excellency of this particular Branch 
of it: for Men ſeem rather to call for Commendation than 
Exhortation to this ornamental and beneficial Virtue, We 
may well apply that of St. Paul to the Theſſalonians, As 
touching Brotherly Love, ye need not that I write unto you ; 
for ye yourſelves are taught of God to love one another ; and 
indeed ye da it towards all the Brethren—but we beſeech you, 
Brethren, that ye would increaſe more and more, 1 Thefl. iv. 
9, 10. The Occaſion of the preſent Charity certainly 
increaſes ;- More are applying for your Aſſiſtance, than can 
be relieved by it; and greater Good might yet be done by 
more Contributors and larger Contributions. The Wants 
to be relieved are of Nature's making, not brought on by 
Vice or Folly, but ſuch as our Maker wrought into our 
Conſtitution, and ſuch as every Hearer knows the Benefit 
and the Neceſſity of ſupplying. The Occafion of the Want 
of ſuch Supply in the Caſe of thoſe Fatherle/s Children and 
Widows now recommended to your Care, is owing gene- 
rally to the Want of a reaſonable Provifien for thoſe who 
would have provided for them, if they could; and ſome- 
times to the abundant Exerciſe of that Charity which is 
now, in Return, called for in their Favour. They are 
unable to help themſelves; are ignorant to what Bene- 
factors to apply themſelves, and aſk for no more by us their 
Advocates, than Means to exerciſe their Induſtry, Oppor- 
tunities to teſtify and improve thoſe good Prineiples, vo 

ve 
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have been early and deeply inculcated in them. No high 
Stations ane ſought for them, beyond their juſt Expecta- 
tions, or interfering with the Intereſts of their Superiors ; 
nor can the Pretence of injuring the Tillage of the Earth, 
by depriving it of the Hands born for it, and inured to it, 
have here any Place: but they are defigned by your Hu- 
mane and Chriſtian Aſſiſtance for ſuch manual Arts and 
Occupations as require the Exerciſe both of Underſtanding: 
and Labour; ſuch as their Education qualifies them for, 
and without Preſumption, at leaft, may entitle them to; 
ſach as are moſt uſeful to the World and moſt reputable 
to themſelves; ſuch as thoſe, as the Vie Man expreſſes it, 
without which a City cannot be inhabited, and may enable 


them, to general and particular Advantage, wir Qyietneſs 


to work and to eat their own Bread. No Miſapplication 


of your Bounty, which is the uſual Diſcouragement to the 
Exerciſe of Charity, can here be apprehended, where the 
prudent and generous Adminiſtrators of it by the Nature 
of their Office are the principal Benefactors, and even 
the Widow's Mite, if ſuch be given, is faithfully : 
without Partiality and without Hypocriſy, to the Relief of 
the Fatherleſs and of the Widow. Every Degree of your 
Alms, which God ſhall put it into your Hearts to beſtow, 
(and may He open your Hearts to a compatiionate Senſe 
of the great Diſtreſs now under our Conſideration, and 
to a proportionate Exerciſe of your Beneficence, ſuitable 
to your own Judgment of the Caſe I) will be punctually 
given, to relieye preſent Diſtreſs, to prevent greater; to 
provide for thoſe who now want the neceſſary Supplies of 
Life, and to enable them hereafter to provide for then: 
ſelves. It will place them in the Way of Virtue, and 
Uſe, and Comfort, and aſſiſt them in anſwering every 
Purpoſe for which they were ſent into the World. 
It 
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- Tt is a great Recommendation of any Method of Charity, 
when, beſides the general and particular Advantages of it, 
we can add that it is liable to no reaſonable Objection. Here 
is no Fraud in the Object or the Adminiſtrator of it. 
Genuine Wants call for your Aſſiſtance; Innocence as yet 
untainted waits for your Support and Encouragement, to 
{ſtrengthen its Perſeverance ; publick Accounts are ren- 
dered of the faithful Diſpoſal of it to thoſe Ends ; and it 
is conferred on thoſe who moſt want it, and are moſt likely 
to make a good Uſe of it. It is, in ſhort, applied to fur- 
ther and promote thoſe great Ends, which à moral Man 
and a fincere Chriſtian muſt have moſt at Heart, the Tok 
neſs and the Happineſs of Mankind. 
Let us briefly reflect, and impreſs the Reflection on our 

Hearts, that it may influence the Proportion of our Cha- 
rity, what peculiar Motives we lie under on this Occaſion, 
why he that giveth ſhould do it with Simplicity, he that 

fſheweth Mercy with Chearfulneſs, Rom. xii. 8. 

If we firſt look up to God our Maker, to whom our 
firſt Regard is due, his Pattern requires our Imitation, and 
his Providence points out our Duty. The Motives which 
excite the' Divine Compaſſion, certainly ſhould move ours. 
When the common Father of us all directs that the 
fatherleſs Children ſhould be left to Him, for that He would, 
preſerve them alive; and that the Y/idows ſhould truſt in 
Him; He inſtructs us by Example, and teaches us our 
proper Part in compleating this Promiſe: that we ſhould, 
do good and lend, hoping for nothing again, and our Reward 
ſpall be great, and we ſhall be the Children of the Higheſt, 
Luke vi. 35. Having declared Himſelf the Protector of 
each Branch of the Orphan Family, He has directed us to 
conſider them as under 'his more immediate Protection, 
and e has taught us, that what we give to theſe Poor, 
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we do in a more eſpecial Manner lend unto the Lord. The 
Son of Sirach repreſents the Motive to this particular Cha- 
rity in this Light: Be as a Father unto the Fatherleſs, and 
inſtead of an Huſtand unto. their Mother, ſo ſhalt thou be as 
the Son of the moſt High, and He ſhall love thee more than 
thy Mother doth, Eccluſ. iv. 10. And if theſe are to be 
conſidered as under the more eſpecial Care of their Maker, 
becauſe. they eſpecially want his Care, and have been as it 
were adopted by this gracious Declaration in the Tex! ; 
and by thoſe many Inſtructions under every Diſpenſation, 
that we thoyld not affi any Widow or fatherleſs Child, 
Exod. xxii. 22. that we relieve the Oppreſſed, judge the 
Fatberle eſs, plead for the Widow, If. i. 17.,-that God himſelf 
will be a fwift Witneſs againſt thoſe that oppreſs the Widow 
and the Fatherleſs, Mal. iii. 5.— and that the very Criterion 
of pure Religion is this, that we ſhould vifit the Fatherleſs 
and Widows in their Aſlictian, Jam. i. 27. Muſt we not - 
look on thoſe as more immediately related to Him, who are 
. deſcended from thoſe whom He hath choſen to miniſter unto 
Him, and to bleſs in the Name of the Lord? Should we not 
for our Brethren and Companions ſakes wiſh them Proſperity ? 
and becauſe of the Houſe of the Lord our God ſeek to do them 
Good? Pha. cxxii. 8, 9. Should we not rejoice to be the 
Miniſters of Divine Bounty to heir diſtreſſed F amilies, who 
have been the Miniſters of Divine Grace to us in our ſpiri- 
tual Needs, that the Influence of Religion on outward. 
Comfort may in both Reſpects be ſcen, in the Givers and 
Receivers; that their Seed may be known among the Gentiles, 
and their Offspring among the People ; that all that ſee them, 
may acknowledge them, that they are the Seed which the 
Lord hath bleſſed? IL. xi. g. | 
| Next to the great Regard . we owe to the Author 
of our Being and Fountain of our Hopes, a Regard to our 
|  Fellow- 


TT REO We En es 2, 8 
the Sons of the CLERGY. 25 


Fellou- Paſſengers towards Eternity, more eſpecially towards 
thoſe who have ftrengthened our Views and directed our 
Steps to it, wilt quicken our Senfe anil enliven our Exerciſe 
of this Virtue, will yield the higheſt Pleaſure in relieving their 
doreſt Pains, and will afford great Joy and Conſolation in our 
own Love, becauſe. the Bowels of the Saints are refreſhed by 
our brotherly Exerciſe of it, Philem. 7. If the Pleaſure of 
the Mid be ſuperior to any other, the Perſons obliged may 
in forhe Senſe be eſteemed ow BenefaFors, in giving us the 
Opportunity of the moſt exalted Delight that our Nature is 
capable of. When we have delivered the Poor that cried, 
and the Fatherlefs and him that had none to help him; when 
the Bleſſing of him that was ready to periſh is come upon us, 
and we have cauſed the Widow's Heart to fing for Jay, Job 
xxix. 12, 13. no Joy will equal that which will recoil into 
dur own Breaſt. The moſt hardened Heart can fearce be 
infenfible of it, and that which is beſt diſpoſed will feel it in 
the moſt ſenfible Manner and Degree. When that apbich is 
_ Tacking on their Part to anſwer the neceſſary Calls of Na- 
ture, we have fupplied from our more plentiful, though not 
Juperſtuous Portion, and have thus refreſbed their Spirit and 
ours, (1 Cor. xvi. 17, 8.) we have the Divine Pleaſure 
of becoming the Anthors of -Happinefs to others, and have 
with tranſitory Profits purchaſed a Joy exceeding that of 
the moſt refined Senſualiſt. Let us then indulge ourſelves 
freely in this rational Entertainment, in reaping Joy from 
the Joy which we may occafion to others, and on that Ac- 
rount uf Hoſpitality one to another without gru ring, 1 Pet. 
Iv. 9. And if modeſt Merit and deep -Diſtrels aggravate 
the Sufferings of the Afflicted, they m proportionably 
Heighteh the Delight of relieving hem. And. ln there any 
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poſed to your Relief * "Their _ Hiſtory is ; Lamentation 
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and Mourning and Woe: Left perhaps without one worldly 
Good which they can call their own, fallen from a better 
Condition, deprived. of their . beſt Friend; reduced by his 
Death to abſolute Want; no longer afliſted by his Advice in 
it, or animated by his Example to bear it; afflicted in Mind, 
Body and Eſtate, and cut off by the very Occaſions of each 
from the Remedies of either Calamity.” Theſe Remedies under 
a Providential Influence are in your Power. If his Grace 
ſhall diſpoſe you whom his Bounty has enabled to aſſiſt 
them, then He will own the Work wrought by you, honour 
you as Inſtruments in the great and glorious Office of doing 
Good, and by.you explain and fulfil the gracious Promiſe, 
that when even the Father and Mother forſake them, 
the Lord taketh them up, Pl. xxvii. Lo. Every Object by 
this Charity recovered from Miſery, reſcued from Temp- 
tation, preſerved from Deſpair, and brought to a Capacity 
and Diſpoſition. of aſſiſting others in the like Extremity, 
(and God be thanked, many ſuch Inſtances could be pro- 
duced) is your chief Credit and Glory in this World, and will | 
be your everlaſting Security and Comfort in the next. _. 
Laſtly then, a true Regard to yourſelves will fartherenforce 
the extenſive Exerciſe of your Charity in this. Caſe. Self- 
Tove when truly ſtated and regulated, will always be found 
to coincide with the] Loveof Godand of our Neighbours. That 
no Motives might be wanting to influence and ſupport aright, 
thatis, abeneficent Conduct, abundant Promiſesare madetoit; 
and Gad has joined our Intereſt and our Duty; and therefore 
what He bas thus joined together, we ſhould not preſume to pu 
aſunder. We may allowably have Reſpect ta the Recompence 
of. Reward, and ſhall rejoice; to find that the preſent: Pleaſure 
of doing Good is ſtrengthened. by the Proſpect, of enjoying 
WR Good hereafter with thoſe who ſhall rightly apply 
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the mutual Communication of poſitive Happineſs, not in 
the Relief of any Diſtreſs. The future Prerogatives of 
Charity are ſo frequently repeated and ſo ſtrongly repreſented 
in every Part of the Bible, that to thoſe who are daily ex- 
erciſed in the Reading of it, it cannot be neceſſary to point 
them out. They are all comprized in this one great Con- 
ſideration, that our Creator and Judge will then accept and 
transfer to Himſelf each Act of Beneficence which we have 
ſhewn to his and our diſtreſſed Brethren. Let this Doctrine 
fink into our Hearts, and guide our Hands in the preſent 
Diſtribution of our Charity. Let us give at this Time 
in that Proportion which we ſhall wiſh we had done at that 
great Day, when what is thus diſpoſed of will be the only 
Part of our Wealth which will remain to us, and will be 
paid us again with Acknowledgment and Increaſe by the 
Original Author of all Bounty; who as the Head of the 
Church will vouchſafe to record whatever has been diſpenſed 
to his Members, and will then utter that gracious Sentence, 
Tnaſmuch as ye have dane it unto One of the. leaſt of theſe 
my Brethren, ye have done it unto me, Matt. xxv. 40. The 
Fetherleſs and the Widow, whom we were the Providential 
Inſtruments of preſerving alive, and of comforting in their 
low Eſtate, ſhall be our comfortable Witneſſes at that awful 
Seaſon, and ſhall teſtify to our Honour and Reward, that 
| we were under God the happy Authors of their Preſervation 
both from temporal and eternal Ruin. What a raviſhing 
Reflection is this, if we ſeriouſly believe what we profeſs to 
believe ? ſufficient. to extort Beneficence from the moſt con- 
tracted Heart, and to rejoice that which, independently of 
any ſuch Perſonat Reward, has previouſly felt generous. and 
benevolent Sentiments. Charge them then that are rich in 
this N. orld, as their Duty, their Intereſt, their Deli ght, 


their ſupreme Comfort both here and hereafter, that they 
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do Good,” that they be rich in good Works, ready to ahſtributt, 


willing to communicate, laying up in Store for tbemſolver a 
good Foundation againſt the Time to come, e ** 2 
bold en Woud Lie, 1 Ions vi. 1 Ge. 
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